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New South Wales

Public Health (COVID-19 Places of Social 
Gathering) Order 2020
under the

Public Health Act 2010

s2020-110.d10

I, Brad Hazzard, the Minister for Health and Medical Research, under section 7 of the Public
Health Act 2010, make the following Order.

Dated 23 March 2020.

BRAD HAZZARD
Minister for Health and Medical Research

Explanatory note
The object of this Order is to deal with the public health risk of COVID-19 and its possible consequences
by giving a Ministerial direction that provides that certain non-essential venues be closed to members of the
public except in limited circumstances.
Section 10 of the Public Health Act 2010 creates an offence if an individual fails to comply with a direction
with a maximum penalty of imprisonment for 6 months or a fine of up to $11,000 (or both) plus a further
$5,500 fine each day the offence continues. Corporations that fail to comply with a direction are liable to a
fine of $55,000 and $27,500 each day the offence continues.
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Public Health (COVID-19 Places of Social Gathering) Order 2020 [NSW]
   

1 Name of Order
This Order is the Public Health (COVID-19 Places of Social Gathering) Order 2020.

2 Commencement
This Order commences at 12 noon on 23 March 2020.

3 Definitions
(1) In this Order:

the Act means the Public Health Act 2010.
Note. The Act and the Interpretation Act 1987 contain definitions and other provisions that
affect the interpretation and application of this Order.

(2) Notes included in this Order do not form part of this Order.

4 Grounds for concluding that there is a risk to public health
It is noted that the basis for concluding that a situation has arisen that is, or is likely
to be, a risk to public health is as follows—
(a) public health authorities both internationally and in Australia have been

monitoring international outbreaks of COVID-19, also known as Novel
Coronavirus 2019,

(b) COVID-19 is a potentially fatal condition and is also highly contagious,
(c) a number of cases of individuals with COVID-19 have now been confirmed in

New South Wales, as well as other Australian jurisdictions.

5 Direction of the Minister
(1) The Minister directs that the following must not be open to members of the public

except as provided in this clause—
(a) pubs and registered clubs, except for the purposes of—

(i) selling food or beverages for persons to consume off the premises, or
(ii) if the premises include hotel or motel accommodation, providing that

accommodation including by providing food or beverages to persons
using that accommodation to consume in their rooms,

(b) food and drink premises (other than pubs), except for the purposes of—
(i) selling food or beverages for persons to consume off the premises, or

(ii) if the premises are part of hotel or motel accommodation, providing
food or beverages to persons using that accommodation to consume in
their rooms,

(c) entertainment facilities,
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(d) amusement centres,
(e) casinos, except for the purposes of, if the premises include hotel or motel

accommodation, providing that accommodation including by providing food
or beverages to persons using that accommodation to consume in their rooms,

(f) micro-breweries or small distilleries holding a drink on-premises authorisation
under the Liquor Act 2007 or cellar door premises, except for the purposes of
selling food or beverages for persons to consume off the premises,

(g) recreation facilities (indoor),
(h) places of public worship, except for the purposes of conducting wedding

services or funeral services.
(2) The Minister may grant an exemption to this clause in writing and subject to the

conditions that the Minister considers appropriate.
(3) A word or expression used in this clause has the same meaning as it has in the

Standard Instrument set out in the Standard Instrument (Local Environmental Plans)
Order 2006.
Note. The Standard Instrument includes the following definitions—
Amusement centre means a building or place (not being part of a pub or registered club) used
principally for playing—
(a) billiards, pool or other like games, or
(b) electronic or mechanical amusement devices, such as pinball machines, computer or

video games and the like.
Cellar door premises means a building or place that is used to sell wine by retail and that is
situated on land on which there is a commercial vineyard, and where most of the wine offered
for sale is produced in a winery situated on that land or is produced predominantly from grapes
grown in the surrounding area.
Entertainment facility means a theatre, cinema, music hall, concert hall, dance hall and the
like.
Food and drink premises means premises that are used for the preparation and retail sale
of food or drink (or both) for immediate consumption on or off the premises, and includes a
restaurant or cafe, take away food and drink premises, a pub or a small bar.
Place of public worship means a building or place used for the purpose of religious worship
by a congregation or religious group, whether or not the building or place is also used for
counselling, social events, instruction or religious training.
Pub means licensed premises under the Liquor Act 2007 the principal purpose of which is the
retail sale of liquor for consumption on the premises, whether or not the premises include hotel
or motel accommodation and whether or not food is sold or entertainment is provided on the
premises.
Recreation facility (indoor) means a building or place used predominantly for indoor
recreation, whether or not operated for the purposes of gain, including a squash court, indoor
swimming pool, gymnasium, table tennis centre, health studio, bowling alley, ice rink or any
other building or place of a like character used for indoor recreation.
Registered club means a club that holds a club licence under the Liquor Act 2007.
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