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WORKERS REHABILITATION AND COMPENSATION ACT 1986 
Publication of the WorkCover Guidelines under Section 43A 

Preamble 

Section 43(12) of the Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1986 (WRCA) provides that: 

  In this section— 

    WorkCover Guidelines means the guidelines published under section 43A. 

Section 43A(2) of the WRCA provides that: 

  An assessment— 

    (a) must be made in accordance with the WorkCover Guidelines; and 

    (b) must be made by a legally qualified medical practitioner who holds a current accreditation issued by 
the Corporation for the purposes of this section. 

Section 43A(3) of the WRCA provides that: 

    The Minister will publish guidelines (the ‘WorkCover Guidelines’) for the purposes of section 43 and this 
section. 

Section 43A(4) of the WRCA provides that: 

  The guidelines under subsection (3): 

    (a) must be published in the Gazette; and 

    (b) may adopt or incorporate the provisions of other publications, whether with or without modification 
or addition and whether in force at a particular time or from time to time; and 

    (c) must incorporate a methodology that arrives at an assessment of the degree of impairment of the 
whole person; and 

    (d) may specify procedures to be followed in connection with an assessment for the purposes of this 
Division; and 

    (e) may have effect on a day specified by the Minister by notice in the Gazette; and 

    (f)  may be amended or substituted by the Minister from time to time. 

NOTICE 

  1. For the purpose of section 43A (3) of the WRCA I publish the WorkCover Guidelines for the Evaluation of 
Permanent Impairment at Appendix 1. 

  2. Pursuant to section 43A (4) (e) of the WRCA, I give notice that the WorkCover Guidelines  will have effect 
from the commencement of section 43A of the WRCA. 

Dated 25 March 2009. 

PAUL CAICA, Minister for Industrial Relations 
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Appendix 1 

 
WorkCover SA WorkCover Guidelines for the Evaluation of Permanent 
Impairment 
 
 
 
 
Foreword 

1 Introduction 

2 Upper extremity 

3 Lower extremity 

4 The spine 

5 Nervous system 

6 Ear, nose, throat and related structures 

7 Urinary and reproductive systems 

8 Respiratory system 

9 Hearing 

10 The visual system 

11 Haematopoietic system 

12 The endocrine system 

13 The skin 

14 Cardiovascular system 

15 Digestive system 
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